
       

 

 

For immediate release 

 

PUB and SUEZ environnement to collaborate on research in smart water and energy-

efficient water technologies 

Projects will look into the areas of used water treatment, storm water management and 

automated meter reading, contributing to water sustainability efforts. 

 

[04 May 2015] - PUB, Singapore’s national water agency, and SUEZ environnement, a 

world leader in resources management, today signed an agreement to collaborate on three 

research projects in used water treatment, storm water management and automated meter 

reading. The project is supported by the Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB). 

 

The agreement was signed by PUB Chief Technology Officer, Mr Harry Seah and SUEZ 

environnement Senior Vice President in charge of Innovation, Mr Paul-Joël Derian at a 

seminar on Singapore and France: Sharing Ideas and Expertise for Smarter and Sustainable 

City Solutions, organised by the Embassy of France in Singapore. The event was officially 

witnessed by Singapore’s Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, Dr Vivian 

Balakrishnan and the French Ambassador of Singapore, Mr Benjamin Dubertret. 

 

Under this partnership, both parties will work together to use information and communication 

technologies and analytical software solution to develop a smart water grid. This includes the 

development of a decision support tool for storm water management and automated meter 

reading to track water consumption and potentially induce proactive consumer behaviour 

towards water conservation. Both parties will also partner on a pilot project to develop an 

energy-efficient used water treatment process by integrating smart monitoring and advanced 

control strategies. Details of the three projects can be found in Appendix A.  

 

“PUB is always on the lookout for innovative water solutions, and the best way forward is 

through R&D collaborations which allow the various parties to mutually leverage on 

synergies gained from marrying expertise and technological resources. SUEZ 

environnement has valuable expertise in water management and smart water technologies, 

and is an important partner as we continue to work with the global water industry to co-

create innovative solutions to our water challenges,” said Mr Seah. “This collaboration will 

also strengthen the Singapore-France water industry relations, add vibrancy to the local 

water R&D landscape, and boost Singapore’s status as a global hydrohub.” 



       

 

 

SUEZ environnement is a Founding Sponsor for the Singapore International Water Week, 

the global platform to share and co-create innovative water solutions. Mr Paul-Joël Derian 

has also been a member of Singapore’s Environment and Water Technologies (EWT) 

International Advisory Panel (IAP) since 2013. This panel advises Singapore on critical 

issues, emerging global trends and new research areas in the water sector.  

 

Mr Derian added, "We are pleased about this collaboration, which ties in with our innovation 

strategy to support cities in preserving their resources. Smart water technologies will provide 

Singapore authorities and residents new services to be actively involved in resources 

management and meet Singapore’s determination to become a sustainable city.” 

 

The projects will be supported by the TechPioneer grant which encourages water companies 

to tap on Singapore as a living laboratory so that cutting edge technologies can be tested 

and commercialized in a real-life environment. EDB will administer the grant.  

 

“To sustain Singapore’s position as a global hydrohub, we will continually invest in research 

and innovation as a growth driver. This Suez Environnement- PUB partnership is aligned 

with Singapore’s ambition to be an ideal living laboratory where global companies work 

hand-in-hand with government agencies to develop and test smart and sustainable urban 

solutions , before scaling up the solutions in the region,” said Mr Goh Chee Kiong, Executive 

Director, Cleantech, EDB. 

 

 

 

About PUB 

PUB is a statutory board under the Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources. It is 

the water agency that manages Singapore’s water supply, water catchment and used water 

in an integrated way. 

 

About PUB’s tagline: Water for All: Conserve, Value, Enjoy  

PUB has ensured a diversified and sustainable supply of water for Singapore with the Four 

National Taps (local catchment water, imported water, NEWater, desalinated water).  

 

To provide water for all, PUB calls on all to play our part to conserve water, keep our water 

catchments and waterways clean and build a relationship with water so we can enjoy our 



       

 

water resources.  If we all play our part, we can have enough water for all our needs – for 

industry, for living, for life.   

 

Find out more about us 

Like us at www.facebook.com/PUBsg 

Follow us on www.instagram.com/PUBsingapore and www.twitter.com/PUBsingapore  

Subscribe to our channel at www.youtube.com/sgPUB 

For our latest event photos, visit www.flickr.com/PUBsg or www.pinterest.com/PUBsg 

Download our mobile apps: MyWaters for iOS, Android or Windows Phone and PURE 

Magazine for iOS, Android, Blackberry or Windows Phone 

Visit our website at www.pub.gov.sg   

 

About SUEZ environnement 

We are at the dawn of the resource revolution. In a world facing high demographic growth, 

runaway urbanisation and the shortage of natural resources, securing, optimising and 

renewing resources is essential to our future. SUEZ environnement (Paris: SEV, Brussels: 

SEVB) supplies drinking water to 92 million people, delivers wastewater treatment services 

to 65 million, collects waste produced by almost 50 million, recovers 14 million tons of waste 

each year and produces 5,138 GWh of local and renewable energy. With 80,990 employees, 

SUEZ environnement, which is present on all five continents, is a key player in circular 

economy for in the sustainable management of resources. SUEZ environnement generated 

total revenues of €14.3 billion in 2014. 

 

About EDB 

EDB is the lead government agency for planning and executing strategies to enhance 

Singapore’s position as a global business centre. We dream, design and deliver solutions 

that create value for investors and companies in Singapore. Our mission is to create for 

Singapore, sustainable economic growth with vibrant business and good job opportunities.  

 

EDB’s ‘Home’ strategy articulates how we are positioning Singapore for the future. It is about 

extending Singapore's value proposition to businesses not just to help them improve their 

bottom line, but also to help them grow their top line through establishing and deepening 

strategic activities in Singapore to drive their business, innovation and talent objectives in 

Asia and globally.  

 

For more information on EDB, please visit www.sedb.com 

http://www.sedb.com/


       

 

 

About Environment and Water Industry Programme Office  

 

The Environment & Water Industry Programme Office (EWI) was set up in 2006 to 

spearhead the development of the environment and water industry. Led by Singapore’s 

national water agency, PUB and working with partner agencies such as Singapore EDB, IE 

Singapore and SPRING Singapore, EWI adopts a three-pronged strategy which includes 

technology as a key pillar. The goal is to grow the value-added (VA) contribution from the 

water sector in Singapore   to $1.7 billion by 2015. 

 

For media queries, please contact: 
  
PUB 
Sally Toh / Dilys Quek 
67313108 / 67313124 
Sally_toh@pub.gov.sg / dilys_quek@pub.gov.sg 
 
 
Suez environnement 
Jack Wang 
+86 18621056209 
jackwang@suez-env.com.cn 
 
EDB 
Rachel Gong 
68326252 
Rachel_gong@edb.gov.sg 
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Annex A 

Areas of collaboration between PUB and SUEZ environnement 

 

1. Develop an energy-efficient “AB-process” system for wastewater treatment 

The 1.5-year project aims to develop an efficient and stable used water treatment 

process with an eventual goal of achieving an energy-neutral used water treatment 

process, where the total energy expended to treat used water is zero, or even 

energy-producing from the anaerobic digestion of the produced biosolids – a by-

product of used water treatment. The collaboration looks into optimising operational 

strategies to improve and stabilise the high-rate activated sludge process (A-Stage) 

for maximal carbon capture and biogas production; and to develop an efficient and 

innovative B-Stage through mainstream anammox for efficient ammonia removal. 

This project will be tested in a 50m3/day pilot plant at the Kranji Water Reclamation 

Plant. 

  

2. Integrated system for storm water network management (TechPioneer Scheme)  

The 2.5 year project aims to develop a reliable and effective storm water 

management system with a user-friendly dashboard that provides operators with 

good visualisation of the results from both real-time and differed-time simulations of 

water levels in the storm water network. 

  

3. Induce behavioural change towards water conservation using advanced metering 

infrastructure (AMI), data analytics and customer engagement (TechPioneer 

Scheme)  

This 2.5 year project aims to implement automatic meter reading infrastructure to 

collect detailed data on household water consumption, which will then be analysed 

and provided to customers. The impact of the provided information on customers’ 

water consumption and conservation patterns will be investigated. 

 

 


